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Wildlife Crew Finds Rare Albino Raccoon At 
Construction Site
2009/05/11 | CityNews.ca Staff 

 

It's not exactly one in a million - more like one in 500,000. But it's still a pretty 
rare sight. A Toronto wildlife company responding to a request for help has 
found a rare while albino raccoon at a construction site at Yonge and 
Eglinton.

The animal was one of a litter of five babies, and looks almost like a pig 
instead of one of the traditional "black masked bandits." It also lacked a 
striped tail.

How rare are the creatures? Brad Gates of Gates Wildlife Control, whose 
company was behind the discovery, says over the past 25 years, his people 
have only ever come across the phenomenon twice - the other time was in Mississauga. He estimates it's a 1-in-
500,000 shot.

He tells CityNews.ca it's "a busy construction site" that's about to be sealed off and they needed to finally get rid of 
the raccoons. What happens to it now? It will be given back to its mother - arrangements are being made to trap 
her sometime on Monday night.

The entire family will then be "relocated" elsewhere in the area.

When asked if they won't just cause more problems for some other resident, Gates admits it's possible. But he 
says once a raccoon gets used to living in a city environment, it can't be sent back to the wild. He notes the mother 
will "teach the babies everything they need to know" to survive in the urban jungle.

Photo courtesy: Gates Wildlife Control  

MOST POPULAR Read Commented Emailed

Two Teens Killed In King Township Crash 1.

TTC Apologizes Again, Bus Driver Suspended 2.

Man Killed In Crash At Jane & Major Mackenzie 3.

Misstep Within Hours Of Giambrone’s Campaign 
Kickoff 

4.

Downtown Stabbing Leaves Woman Dead 5.

STAFF PICKS

Best Bets For TIFF's Best Films Of The Decade 
Series

1.

Corktown Ukulele Jam Unites A Community2.

OPINION: Toronto’s Street Food Failure3.

From Lightsabers To Stethoscopes4.

In Photos: catl Record Release At The Silver Dollar5.

TORONTO'S NEWS Friday, February 5, 2010

News » Local

NEWS LIFE ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS WEATHER TRAFFIC VIDEO YOUR STORIES

RSS | News Alerts | Blogs | CityLine Breakfast Television    Search CityNews

Watch Video Shows Schedule Community Contests News Login/Register TORONTO 

Page 1 of 2Wildlife Crew Finds Rare Albino Raccoon At Construction Site - CityNews

05/02/2010http://www.citytv.com/toronto/citynews/news/local/article/10636--wildlife-crew-finds-rar...



VIDEO CLIPS View More Videos

 
Office Fire Deemed 
Arson
Police are seeking a 
male suspect after a fire 
was set on the third floor 
of the Mississauga 
building.

 
Is Bacon Better Than 
Sex?
Tara Weber with the 
question and your 
answers.

 
Voters Head To Polls In 
Toronto-Centre
The provincial Liberals 
are hoping to hold on to 
a seat put up for grabs 
after cabinet minister 
George Smitherman 
resigned to run for 
mayor.

 
Online Makeovers
Could your on-line 
appearance use a little 
polish?

 

News  

Terms & Conditions

About Us  

FAQ  

Weather  

Video  

Personalities  

Newsletters  

Contact Us  

Privacy Policy 

 
Toronto  

Vancouver  

Winnipeg  

Calgary  

Edmonton 

CityNews 

CityLine 

Breakfast Television 

Members  

About Us  

FAQ  

Ad Sales  

Channel Information  

Contact Us  

Privacy Policy  

Terms & Conditions  

Press Releases  

Personalities  

Site Map  

 

© 2009 Rogers Broadcasting Limited 

  

Page 2 of 2Wildlife Crew Finds Rare Albino Raccoon At Construction Site - CityNews

05/02/2010http://www.citytv.com/toronto/citynews/news/local/article/10636--wildlife-crew-finds-rar...


